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river, of slate and shale. It would be well for a prac-
tical geologist to examine that part of the Spiti valley,
and also the portion between Po and Lari; for it is
possible they may contain coal. For the most part the
way to Dankar was tolerably level and good\ but the
height of the water of the Lee at this season compelled
us to make a difficult detour through probably the most
extraordinary series of gorges there is in the* world. We
moved along a dry water-course, between perpendicular
tertiary or alluvial strata rising to hundreds and even
to thousands of feet above. The floor of these clefts
was fifteen or twenty feet broad, and though they must
have enlarged considerably at the top, they appeared to
do so very little to the eye. It was not rock but soft
deposits which rose on both sides of us ; and though
there had been every irregularity in the lateral effects
of the water, which had cut out the passages in many
directions, there had been very little in its perpendi-
cular action, for, in that respect, the water had cut
almost straight down. High up, at the edges of these
extraordinary ravines, the strata had been worn away
so as to form towers, spires, turrets, and all sorts of fan-
tastic shapes, which could be seen by looking up the
cross passages and at the turnings. Often high above,
and apparently ready to fall at any moment, a huge
rock was supported on a long tower or spire of earth
and gravel, which (being a little harder than the strata
around, or having possibly been compressed by the
weight of the rock) had remained standing, while the
earth round it had crumbled or been washed away.
These threatening phenomena were either on the edge
of the clefts or rose up from their sides, and were very
similar to the rocks which are to be seen on glaciers
supported on pillars of ice. The way was most tor-
tuouS", and led into a cul-de-sac, the end of which we had
to ascend with difficulty,